English:

I'm going to talk about this Dutch tradition that is called Sinterklaas. And Sinterklaas sounds similar to
Santa Claus. And we like to believe and it may be true, that Sinterklaas is actually the predecessor of
Santa Claus. He is a man, a very nice guy, a Saint, Saint Nicolas, who lived, | believe, in the 15th century
and was very kind to children and gave them presents. And we still celebrate this this tradition, the day is
on the 5th of December. And basically, the the children get presents.

But it's more than that because Sinterklaas arrives already several weeks in advance, somewhere mid
November. And he always arrives by boat because he lives in Spain and that boat arrives, it's a great
celebration. And then throughout those few weeks that Sinterklaas is Netherlands, he will give presents to
the children.

He has helpers to do that, which are called Zwarte Piet. Zwarte Piet is literally translated as Black Pete,
which has become very controversial in the last couple of years for very obvious reasons.

First, the name Black Pete is, of course, very controversial, and also the way that Zwarte Piet is usually
dressed as a sort of helper. And it's unclear if he was if Zwarte Piet was a slave or a helper. But in
particular, a lot of children in the Netherlands, children of color have found it very difficult to... They were
sometimes being teased. People would say that they are Zwarte Piet.

So fortunately and finally, in the last couple of years, there has become some awareness about this, and
the whole idea of Zwarte Piet is changing into Piet and Piet becomes a helper, but it's not necessarily
dressed as a kind of servant. He's dressed in all different kinds of ways.

And the idea is that he still has some black black stuff on his face. But that would then come because of
the chimney. The chimney is very dirty. Obviously, there's more and more houses without any chimneys,
but they also somehow the children do believe that Piet becomes very black, maybe from climbing
through the window or climbing over the roofs.

So it's ... fortunately, the the celebration lives on. It was my favorite celebration as a child. And for my
children now, it Is also one of their favorite celebrations. It's a great way to lie to your children in their face
and make upp all these fantastic stories about Sinterklaas and just really celebrate it together.

Sinterklaas is an old man. He rides on a horse. He has a dress of this old saint, but he's very kind and
he's very smart and he knows everything about children. Parents also like to tell their children that if

they're not good, they might not get any presents from Sinterklaas.

So | think that sums it up. That's the story of Sinterklaas in...



Simplified Chinese
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Traditional Chinese
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